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Public Meeting 1 Summary Report 
 

The Hill, one of the oldest neighborhoods in Sugar Land, has recently experienced an increase in 
houses being demolished and replaced with new, larger houses. Additionally, residents in recent 
years have voiced concerns regarding the changing character of the neighborhood. With that said, it 
is unknown how widespread these sentiments are and to what extent they reach within the 
community. The City Council initiated a project to engage the residents and property owners of the 
Hill and established a Hill Steering Committee made of residents and property owners in 2018. The 
purpose of this project is to engage The Hill residents and property owners to discuss if there is 
community interest in modifying the development standards or initiating other programs to help 
maintain the character of The Hill neighborhood. 
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Executive Summary 
 
The Vision for The Hill - Public Meeting 1 was held on December 17, 2018 at Lakeview Elementary. The purpose of 
the meeting was to continue educating the neighborhood on the purpose of the project and explain how the current 
development regulations do not require homes to be built in character with the neighborhood. It was also important 
to emphasize that any outcome of this project was directly dependent upon the feedback received from the residents 
and property owners, and particularly through the survey.  
 
The meeting was publicized to The Hill residents and property owners via different mediums. This included printed 
materials such as a letter sent to each property owner and a door hanger placed at each home within The Hill. 
Electronic materials were also distributed by sending email blasts and posting on NextDoor.   
 
Approximately 50 people attended the public meeting and provided feedback in the open house portion of the 
meeting. The key takeaways from the feedback received at the public meeting are as follows: 
 
In general, The Hill community: 

 Loves the unique character of the neighborhood, including its mature trees 
 Does not want the neighborhood to change. 
 Agrees that new houses and additions should be in character with the neighborhood, but would also like to 

maintain the freedom to do as they wish with their property 
 Is concerned about the size and scale of new homes in the neighborhood. 
 Indicated the modern craftsman and modern farmhouse architectural styles are appropriate in The Hill. 
 Does not want a home owner’s association. 

 
In summary, The Hill community would like to maintain the character of the neighborhood as is, but some expressed 
they would not like additional development regulations.   
 
The following report provides a summary of public input received during the Vision for The Hill Public Meeting 1. 
Images of distributed marketing materials and the boards used during the open house can be found in the exhibits 
at the end of this report. 
 
 
Vision for The Hill – Public Meeting Summary  
 
The public meeting was held Monday, December 17, 2018 at Lakeview Elementary from 6-8 p.m. Attendees began 
to arrive as early as 5:45 pm. Attendee information from the sign-in sheet is noted in the table below.  

 
Agenda: 

 Welcome and sign-in 
 Remarks by District 1 Council Member Steve Porter 
 Presentation by Abigail Martinez 
 Open House by The Hill Neighborhood Steering Committee and City Staff 

 
  

Vision for the Hill – Public Meeting 

Monday, December 17, 2018 
6:00-8:00 pm 
Lakeview Elementary School 

 

The Hill Residents and Property Owners 
Steering Committee Members 
City Staff 

47 
4 
6 
 

TOTAL The Hill Residents and Property Owners 51 
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Upon arrival, attendees were prompted to sign-in and then asked to place a dot on a map of The Hill to mark where 
their home or property is located. The majority of attendees were from the central area of The Hill neighborhood. 
After completing the activity, attendees were directed to the library for the initial presentation. The meeting began 
at approximately 6:10 p.m.  
 

 
 
Presentation 
To begin the meeting, city staff member Abigail Martinez thanked everyone for attending and did a brief 
introduction. She recognized District 1 Council Member Steve Porter and asked for him to say a few words. Mr. Porter 
began by thanking the public for their participation and introduced The Hill Steering Committee. He touched on how 
this project started and explained the importance of participating in the process. He also emphasized that the City 
will not implement any changes without consulting with The Hill neighborhood and reminded the audience of the 
survey. He provided his closing remarks and turned the meeting back over to staff.  
 
Staff continued the presentation and 
provided some background information 
as to why the City initiated this project. 
The presentation moved on to cover the 
project purpose and approach to help 
attendees understand that this is the 
public engagement phase and no changes 
to the development regulations will be 
made during this phase. Staff presented 
existing conditions of the area such as 
housing information, architecture styles 
and current zoning regulations. Staff 
ended the presentation by explaining the 
open house portion of the meeting and 
directing people to the school cafeteria to 
provide their input and take the survey. 

 
Additional photos of the presentation can be found in Exhibit B 
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Open House 
After the presentation, attendees transitioned to the cafeteria. Informational boards were placed throughout the 
cafeteria with existing conditions of the neighborhood. Some boards were interactive and provided attendees the 
opportunity to provide feedback by using sticky dots and writing comments.  
 
A survey station was set up to encourage people to take the survey on site. Staff also had paper surveys available. 
 
The following boards were placed in the cafeteria. Please refer to Exhibit A for photos of the boards. 
 
Station 1: Background and Existing Conditions (4 boards) 

1. Background (1 board) 

2. Existing Housing Information (1 board) 

3. Existing Home Features (1 board) 

4. Existing Character Map (1 board) 

Station 2: Demolition Data (1 board) 

5. Demolitions (1 board) – 2 open ended questions 

Station 3: Zoning Regulations (1 board)  

6. Zoning regulations (1 board) 

Station 4: Neighborhood Character (3 boards) 

7. Neighborhood Character (1 board) – architecture options 1 

8. Neighborhood Character (1 board) – architecture options 2 

9. Neighborhood Character (1 board) – open ended question 

10. Anything we missed? (1 board) – open ended question 

 

Boards 5 and 7-10 were interactive and prompted participants to provide their comments by using dots and 
writing in comments. The following pages transcribe the responses and comments from the interactive boards. 
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Board 5 – Demolitions 
Are you concerned about the tear downs and rebuilds in The Hill? Why? Are you concerned with additions to existing homes in The Hill? Why? 

 

Are you concerned about the tear downs and rebuilds in The Hill? 
Why? 
Yes – 25       No - 7 
Comments: 
 Not sure what will be built in its place 
 Because we like the historic character of the Hill. 
 I don’t like the tear-downs because that means the “best and highest value” 

is not what’s already there 
 Depends on size of rebuild. - 2 
 Keep the historic look 
 Keep the current character 
 Larger more valued homes may pop up 
 Too big and too modern 
 No concerns as long as rebuild stays with neighborhood style 
 Want them to be in the character of the neighborhood and less lot coverage 
 Require to follow architectural styles (bungalow) 1910-1924 styles 

o Agreed 
o Yes 

 
Are you concerned with additions to existing homes in The Hill? 
Why? 
Yes – 8          No – 21 
Comments: 
 North side of Lakeview should be zoned HR-1 

o Agree – 4  
 Improvements and maintenance (upkeep) is good 
 Additions can still maintain the integrity of the styles. 

o Yes! Very important 
 Original homes stay the same  
 Not at all within reason 
 No concerns with keeping with neighborhood styles 
 Some of the current guidelines on garages and setbacks prohibit 

improvement that could enhance neighborhood 
 Consider larger setbacks to be in keeping with other neighborhood zoning 

 I am concerned about expanding exist houses via porches and decks towards 
the street. Also fences. 
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Board 7 – Neighborhood Character 
Do you think the following architecture styles are appropriate in The Hill neighborhood? Why? 

 

Option 1 
Yes – 25        No - 11 
 
Comments: 
 Would be helped by trees/landscaping requirements to “fit in” 
 Beautiful but too big. 
 As long as they’re not too big/modern. 
 Too Big! 
 Not in character 
 Too tall 

 Too much lot coverage 

Option 2 
Yes – 1           No – 35 
 
Comments: 
 Not in character 
 Doesn’t engage street. Fence  

 

Option 3 
Yes – 1           No – 37 
 
Comments: 
 Not in character 
 Hell No! 

 Horrible 

Option 4 
Yes – 30        No – 6 
 
Comments: 
 Not in character 
 Beautiful, but too big 
 Too big 
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Board 8 – Neighborhood Character 
Do you think the following architecture styles are appropriate in The Hill neighborhood? Why? 

 

Option 1 
Yes – 0          No - 32 
 
Comments: 
 Hell no! 
 Too big! 
 No 

Option 2 
Yes – 0          No – 27 
 
Comments: 
 Too much stone 
 No 
 Almost ok 
 No! 

 
Option 3 
Yes – 1          No – 30 
 
Comments: 
 Doesn’t fit in. 
 Too big! 
 This is not Telfair 
 No! 

Option 4 
Yes – 10        No – 24 
 
Comments: 
 No 
 No 
 Beautiful but too big! 
 Too modern 
 Too much visible garage 
 Too big! 
 Too tall 
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Board 9 – Neighborhood Character 
Do you think new homes and additions should be required to be built similar to the existing homes to help maintain the character of The Hill 
neighborhood? Why? 

 

Yes – 14 
No – 1  
 
Comments: 
 As stated, the homes were built between 1910-1920 and are very small. The 

question is too vague. Houses built during that time were very different. I 
believe we should have freedom to do what we want. This is why I moved to 
the Hill.   

 We like the area as it is! 
o Me too 

 Yes. Anything different will change the look and feel of the Hill. It won’t be 
the Hill anymore. 

o Me too 
 Keep it as it is. AD Carrol 

o Yes. 
 Yes! – maintain the character of the Hill 
 New homes obviously have to meet current safety/health standards but the 

exteriors should maintain the character of the neighborhood. People drive 
the neighborhood looking for houses, commenting on how “cute”, “hokey”, 
“neighborly” it feels. Current residents enjoy that feeling. Modern-looking 
homes will undermine resale values of existing homes. 

o Agreed 
 YES Bungalow 

o We like the bungalows too 
 Stop changing thing. Don’t fix what’s not broke. My homes was built 1904. I 

will not modernize it!! 
 We’d like to see the historical architecture preserved and new builds 

designed in a historically sensitive way. 
o Agree 
o Me too 
o Me 3 

 We bought the house for the neighborhood! Don’t want to see tear 
down/modern homes. 

o Checkmark 
 The entire neighborhood should be zoned HR-1 to keep continuity. 

o Yes, agree! 
 No HOA!! 

 Please add tree preservation 
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Board 10 – Anything we missed? 
Do you have any additional thoughts or comments in relation to the character of The Hill? 

 

Comments: 
 Property rights mean I should be able to do as I please with my own 

property…but I love The Hill as it is. I’d sure hate to see it change. 
 I like the freedom to do as I please on my property. L. Smith. 

o Agreed. 
o Ditto. AD Carrol 

 We really like the current freedom to our property. Other than 
keeping its character we would like to continue to keep the 
community as it is. Without HOA. 

o Agreed. 
 Please add protections for our trees. 
 People who don’t want the Hill to change have to consider zoning 

changes to preserve it’s character. 
 No HOA’s. No No 
 Ditto!!! NO!!! HOA!!! 
 Lower the speed limit! 
 Light up the stop signs! Evidently no one can see them. 
 Put in speed bumps 
 Block Burney Rd between Jess Pirtle and Harman. IWH 

 



 
Vision for The Hill - Public Meeting 1 Summary Report 

Page 10 of 19 
 

EXHIBIT A: Photos of Boards  

The following are photos of the informational boards displayed during the open house portion of the public meeting.  

Board 1: Background Board 2: Existing Housing Information 

  



 
Vision for The Hill - Public Meeting 1 Summary Report 

Page 11 of 19 
 

Board 3: Existing Home Features Board 5: Zoning Regulations 

  
  



 
Vision for The Hill - Public Meeting 1 Summary Report 

Page 12 of 19 
 

Board 4: Existing Character Map  
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EXHIBIT B: Photos during presentation 
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EXHIBIT B: Door Hanger Distributed to Homes in The Hill Neighborhood  

FRONT BACK 
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EXHIBIT C: Property Owner Letter – sent via mail Monday, December 3, 2018 
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EXHIBIT D: Next Door Posts  

Next Door Post #1 – published Thursday, Dec. 13, 2018   

 

EXHIBIT D: Next Door Posts  

Next Door Post #2 – published Monday, Dec. 17, 2018  
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EXHIBIT E: Email Blast – sent Thursday, December 6, 2018 

  

 


